
Reading Your Novel
Activities to complete.



Reading Time:

• 15 minutes of silent reading either:

 Individually

Pairs

 Small Groups (3-4)
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Journal Time:

• 10 minutes of writing time in your English book.

• Respond to given question about character, 
setting, theme, issue or event.
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Talk Time:

• 5 minutes - In pairs with someone else reading 
the same book, discuss a given question about 
character, setting, theme, issue or event.

OR

• Summarise what you’ve read about so far.
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Activity Time:

• 30 minutes

• In group(s) complete assigned worksheet(s).

• Groups should be no larger than 4.

• Group members should be others reading the 
same book.
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Worksheet Time:

• 30 minutes

• In group(s) complete assigned worksheet(s).

• Groups should be no larger than 4.

• Group members should be others reading the 
same book.
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Talk Questions:

• Discuss the plot – what key events have 
happened so far?

• Discuss what you like/dislike about the 
character.

• Discuss why your favourite character is essential 
to the story.

• In pairs, create 5 interview questions for the 
main character and share these in a talk show.

• Brainstorm 2 key themes from your story and 
why you like/dislike them.
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Worksheet(s):

• Complete a Character Web.

• Complete a Conflict Chart.

• Work on Comprehension Questions.

• Complete a Plot Chart.

• Complete a Chapter Summary.
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Journal Questions:

1. Discuss how the main character is like or 
unlike people you know.

2. Would you like to have a character as your 
friend?  Why? Why not?

3. Describe any conflict that exists in the story.

4. Explain the crisis i.e. struggle the character 
went through to overcome a conflict.

5. Quote at least 5 similes/metaphors and their 
effect(s).
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Journal Questions cont:

1. Discuss 1 key event in the story and how it relates 
to the world around you.

2. Finish the sentence “I felt like character when…”

3. Did any character change during the book? 
Explain how.

4. Compare where you live with the setting in the 
book.  Discuss similarities/differences.

5. Finish the sentence “This book made me…verb”
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Activity(s):
1. Make a time line of key events for a wall 

display.

2. Create an A3 brainstorm of as many theme(s) 
as you can think of.

3. Using magazines and newspaper, create a 
collage of key theme(s) in the story.

4. Find a newspaper ad that is of interest to your 
character and explain why.
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Activity(s) continued:

1. Create a “WANTED” poster of the main 
character 

2. Play “What’s my line?”

3. Create a synopsis slideshow that introduces 
what your story is about i.e. similar to a movie 
trailer.

4. Write an epilogue for your story.

5. Make a crossword.

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://freetechjournal.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/press-journal.gif&imgrefurl=http://freetechjournal.com/tech-experts/press-and-journal.html&usg=__gOVq14obJ_cyeuoi7mK2Uj38YpA=&h=657&w=550&sz=7&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=VbhMeEZQlcjLWM:&tbnh=138&tbnw=116&ei=nb2sTqzXBqfniALx3fTwCg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Djournal%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1


Activity(s) continued:

1. Dramatise your favourite incident in the story.

2. Read your horoscope in the newspaper then 
write one for your main character.
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Activity 1:

• In pairs take turns reading a page each of the 
first 1-3 chapters in your book.

• Draw the following into your book and label with 
as many describing words/sentences as you can 
find in these chapters:

1. Character(s) – name; age; gender; personality; 
physical appearance; 

2. Setting – name; time period; scenery; 
environment; place;



Example Character:
Jane, age 12, 

female
Black hair, 

blue eyes, 
porcelain 

complexion,
strong jaw

Enjoys soccer, 
volleyball 
and 
socialising 
with friends.

Is the oldest
of 3 
children


